Quarterly Newsletter

Welcome . ..

... to the tirst issue of the
Surernitt Quarterly Newsletter, This is
aproject that Thave wanted to do for
quite a long while. I began
researching the Surnmitt Eamnily
history i 1969, With the help of my
dad, who provided me with access to
Betty 5. Butler Surramitt’s Ezmily Bible
[y great-great grandmather], andmy
distant cousin Paul C. Surrmitt, wha
hefped steer me m the right direction
oh more than ore occasion, I've
tanaged to gather guite a bit of
mtommation om the various merabers
of the Earnily tree. There is, however,
still 20 vrach to know and leam.

Itistyhope that we cam use
this newsletter o fili m the holes m our
awn Earnily tree, as well as tmd out who
we all are. T was called less than a
romth ago by a mam researching his
tarmily tree and foumd out that ke had
quite a bit of mEormation about aur
ime. I'we et mernbers of our Earnily
on-lme, too. Bhen I took the taculty
position here at PSO I met a wornan
who’s maiden name was Surmitt,
How do we all cormect?

Here’s a short tree of who I
arn and where I came Erorn:

Faul Mooay Summitt

Chester Moody Summitt (and
Shirley Francis Frie Summity)

Chester Alba Summitt [and Katy
Okalona  Darden Summity)

James Lee Summitt (and Lucy White
Young Summity)

{See Welcome, Page 2)
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James Lee Summitt

Fortrait owned by Moody Summitt. Fhatograph of porteait taken by Paul M.
Surrirnitt using 400 AS A Tri- X 35am fitrn. The phatograph was scarmed using a
Genius ColorPage I, 24 bit True Color Flathet Scarmer and then sized and
retouched using FhotoShop 2.5 bor Windows. Saved as aTIFF file and printed i
thiz newsletter using PageMaker 4.0 tor Windows using a Fargo Frirmera Color
Frmter. For more mfonmation on James Lee Sumenitt see other parts of this
hewsletrer,
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Welcome, Continued from
Page 1
Jonathan Summitt (and Bety S. Butler
Summinty)

Dansel Summitt (and Sarah Moser
Summit)

Francrs Surmmitt (and Dolly ?)

Eachissue of thisnewsletter will
tocus on at least ome individual
sornewhere i oour tree. I hope each of
you will write amd provide mEommation
that we can shace in these issues about
past and curremt events. Foir mstance,
Mary andIwrote tive chaptersthat were
published m the recent hook Cpberite!
tromn SAMSpublishing. We alsobecarme
grandparents m Novernber last year. I
plan on mcludmg a Current Events sec-
ticm that will mclude mtarmation about
things gomg on i the Surimitts but n
ordertodothat I've gottohear brom you,
each and every ane,

So write me, call me, or -mail
me. Ilook Earward to hearmg from you,

FOCUS: JAMES LEE
SUMMITT

Birth date: October 14, 1840

Birth place: Monroe County, TN

Ceath: January 13 1927

Place of Death: Cardwell. Dunklin County, MO
Buried: Cardwell. Dunkiin County, MO
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The first wedding

Jarnes Lee Suvernitt rrarried Awy Havinah Ragums [Reagans or Regans)
on Septernber 25, 1858 The mtonmation above was photocopied Erom the
Momnroe Coumty, TH, marriage records tor 1856-68. The record was Eoumd
m the Monroe Coumty Clerk’s office and the copy made on &ugust 3,
1982, Ay was bom m Indiana according to the 1870 census (shown i the
figurebelow). JarmesLee and dwmy weremartiedim Monroe Coumty, TH, by
Bev. John Croftord. Their children were Williarn Henry Summaitt
[September 29, 1359], Jonathan Lee Suraitt [March 15, 1862), Nantiy
Jane Survanitt [Novernber 10,1864), Nathan H. Survanitt [T anuary 26, 1862),
Jokm Franklim Surmrnitt [Septernber 26,1874), and Fobert Franeis Surmmitt
[February 2,1874). Arny died July 22,1822 near Dyersburg, TH.

Military Service

Jarnes Lee served m Corrpany N, 5th Termeszee Infantry, Union
Ay, during the War between the States. According to what records that
havebeen abletofmd, he enlisted i 1862, the same year thathis son, Jonathan
Lee Surrrnitt was bom. Accordng to photocopied mEormation Erom his Civil
War Pemsion tile, Jomathan wasbom dead that year, The 1870 census, howeyer,
[as shown m mEortnation listed m the tigure, lists JomathanLee as eight years
old.

The substance of JamesLee’s pension claim was that “m the lme of
duty at Framklm, TH, om or about Novernber 30,1864, he contracted  theu-
matism fromn bemg without shoes while anrnarch brovn Pulaskito Nashwille,
TN, m severe coldweather. It tirst settled mhis right shoulder which hadbeen
wounded by apiece of spent shell. Ithas smoe attectedhis right side, hip and
legsothatheis disabled agoodportion ot his tirme Erornpecformance of mamual
labor.” The claim was rejected Decernber 9, 1897 tor Eailure to Bumish the
necessary evidence to establish the claim within areasonable amoumt of thme.

It's vy umderstandmg that James Lee was granted bounty n
Allen County, Kansas, atter the war but I haven™ been able to v
mtorrration on what havwened to this land or where it was.
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James Lee
Under Arrest

Apparently, arourd Christmas of 1863
[see the Company Muster Roll to the
rightonthispage) JamesLee deserted
amdwenthorme. Although I can’t fmd
any specific reason, there are
mdications that he and Amy had as
many asthree childrenbomdead. This
tay have been one of those times.
Apparently, Tames Lee retumed on
his own aroumd January 24, 1964, and
wasplacedumder arrest. He was tmed
and semtemced to serve out the time
he was AWOL. Other than his
musterng out records, I can tmd no
Eurther rremtion of this event i any of
the tiles Thave.
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His Second
Marriage

Jarnes Lee married Lucy Francis
White Youmg on January 10, 1883,
Elder Elihugh Scott of Crocket Coumty,
TN, pertormed the ceremony and the
wnarriage was recorded at the coumty
clerk’s office in Alimo, Crocket
Coumty, TH. The copuy at the bottayn of
the previous colurmn was made
August 4, 19881y Phillip Kail, Crocket
County Register ot Deeds.

Lucy had beerirnarried to Charles
Youmgpreviously. Together, theyhad
asmany asnine childrenbetorey oung
died February 6, 1881, m Idlewild,
Sibsem Coumtu TN
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Enfry in Census Data for James Lee Summitt, 1870.
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James Lee and Lucy had the follawimg children: James A. Surrnite
[Nowernber 30,1883), Chester Aba Surrmitt [March 4, 1857), Cardelia Elisabeth
Surrnitt [Septernber 2,1883], Joseph Horner Surraritt | J shuany 26,1829), George
Weekly Suremmitt [April 1, 1891), and Virgil &Anderson Sumrnitt (October 4, 1893).
Agam, I have been told that as many as three other children were bom dead.
Arny died June 29, 1922,

See the tnarriage license onpage 4.
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VOLUNTEER
INFANTRY

Chvor abour Apiil 26,1362, Tames
Lee enlisted m the Union Arny at
Baoston, Kentucky. According to the
muster records, he joied for duty and
waseniolled on Apiil 16,1362, at Carrp
Boston, and was mustered into
Corrpany B, SthTH, on May 21,1362
at Pine Enot. The captains of this
corrpany were Willis E. Hedgecock
and James L. Dumgan. The tnen fromn
the corrpany weretnamly brom Blount
Cowmiy, TH.

In 1863 the regiment was mwolved
m the Battle tor Chattanooga. Later,
M 1864, it was semt, as garisom troops,
toLoudon, TH. The unit was mustered
out March 29th through Jume 30th,
1863, at Nashville, TN. Jatnes Lees'
tmal vraster coll sheet lists hirn as a
private amd, moorrectly, 21 years of
age. Heowedthe goverment $55.37
tor clothing or movey advanced. He
hadn't heen paid since Tume 30, 1362,
The Union owed him $100.00 from
which whathe owed was taken. There
is ahotation conceming the desertion
that states while the charge of
desertion "no longer stands against
hirn, “the record of fact that he was
absent i desertion Eravn on o about
Decemwber 24, 1862, to om or about
January 24,1864, cannot, howeyer be
erpumged.”

CENSUS
INFORMATION

1830 Maomroe County, TN

4929 Listed with  Jonathan
Surnmnite, his father. My mEormation
suggests that he was in Monros
Coumty Eromn 1840 till 1365,

1360 Monroe Caumty, TN
Census not faumd.

Stute of Wennessee, (
CROCKKTT COUNTY.
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1870 Oramge County, IN Age 29 Listed with his Eamily. My
mEammation suggests thathe wazm Washington, County, IN Erorn 1866 to1469
andim Orange Coumty from 1269101571, Records suggestthathewasin Allen

Coumty, KE, trom 1271 to 1872, sormewhere in Tevmesses frorn 1272 to 1873,
and i Green Coumty, IN from 1373 ta 1877,

1880 Dyer County, TN Cenzus vot foumd. My  mformation
suggests that he was m Dyer County brom 1877 till 1925,
1830

Dyer County, TH Cemsus not boumd

1300 Dyer County, TH 4ge 59 Listed with his Earnily
1910 Dyer Coumty, TH Age 6% Listed with his Earniliy

1920 Dyer Coumty, TN Cetsuz not foumd. My miomnation
suggests that he arrived in Cardwell, Durklin County, MO, m 1925 and lived
with Chester &Mba till his death m 1927,




His Death

James Lee came to live with Chester
Alba sometine shortly atter Amwy
died. He died on January 13, 1927, n
Cardwell, MO. The death certificate
[right) givesthe cause of death asheart
tailure and senility. He was buried in
Cardwell MO{seephatograph above).

Epilogue

Well, that's it tor this issue. Wehope
you have enjoyed readmg it as much
aswehave enjoyedputtingittogether.
We hope to hear rom you with
mtormation about the tamily  history
soon. Thatmcludes mEommation shout
what's gomg onmow. Letus know who
you are andhow we're related. If you
dem'tknowwhat the cormectionis, send
us 3 copy of your tree and we'll see it
wecan conmectitup tothe imes that
we already know about.

Tillnexst issue . ..

Paul and Maiy
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CHARTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM

s, Twant tobe a charter subscriber to The Summitt Quarterly Newsletter. ]
ave enclosed a check made out to Pirmacle Research and Publishing m thd
rrount of ten dollars [£10.00). For this amount, T will receive Eour issues, Spring
April], Surerner [July], Fall (Dctober], and Wmter (January).
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City, State, & Eip:

Fhome:

Flease mall fo Finnacle Research & Fublishing,

715 West s, Fitlsburg, KS 66762




SUMMITT FAMILY REUNION

Received the fallowing from my dad:

It"s time Eor the Suvermitts to get together and get acquamted or reacquamted as the case may be.

We will be reeting on Saturday, JTuly 1, 1995, in the cormrumity buildmg m Cardwell, MO. Y ou can come as early as you
like and stay as lomg as anyone will stay with you,

We will try to have ane big rmeal about voon. This will be a cateredmeal. The cost per person will be sent later,

There are twomotels m Paragould, AR, which is eleven miles from Cardwell. There is 2 Eamada Irm, Phone [501) 239-
2121, and a Best Westem Rustic Trm, (510) 225-2161.

For any who are carpers, there is Crowley’s Ridge State Park near Paragould. Camp sites have electrical hook-ups.
Please tell anyone you know who might be mterested m coring. Everyone will be welcame.
Flease let us know as soom as possible how many will be coming so we will be able to prepare for Loy,
Semd your respomse to:
Mary Jo Frv

7206 Tory Lane

Paragould. AR 72450
SmeerelyYours

Mary Jo Summitt Fry
Jeanne Summitt Peel




